To:

cc:

Subject: Environmental Defense comments on 2,4,6-Trimethylphenol (CAS# 527-60-6)

(Submitted via Internet 5/22/03 to oppt.ncic@pa.gov, hpv.chenrtk@pa.gov,
boswell.karen@epa.gov, chemrtk@pa. gov, MIC@rchsi.com and

Ronal d. Joi ner @EP. GE. COM)

Environmental Defense appreciates this opportunity to submt comments on
the robust summary/test plan for 2,4,6-Trimethylphenol (CAS# 527-60-6)

General Electric Conpany, in response to EPA's Hgh Production Volume
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NCIC HPV To: NCIC HPV, moran.matthew@epa.gov
Sent by: Mary-Beth cc:
- Weaver cc:
' Subject: Environmental Defense comments on  2,4,6-Trimethylphenol (CAS#
’ 05/23/2003 09:54 AM 527-60-6)

Richard_Denison@environmentaldefense.org on 05/22/2003 10:38:23 AM

oppt.ncic@epamail.epa.gov, hpv.chemrtk@epamail.epa.gov, Rtk Chem/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Karen
Boswell/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Ronald.Joiner@GEP.GE.COM

MTC@mchsi.com, LUCIERG@msn.com, kflorini@environmentaldefense.org,
rdenison@environmentaldefense.org

Challenge Program has submitted a Robust Summary/Test Plan for
2,4,6-trimethylphenol (TMP). This Test Plan is somewhat unique in that it

consists of a single page that describes the chenmical structure,

synonyms,

actual production volume and prinmary use of TMP. It is also stated that
approximately 3 mllion pounds of TMP are sold to tw custonmers annually.
However, no mention is made of nethods of transport, possible sources of
environnental release or environnmental or hunan exposure. The Test Plan
does contain a matrix of SIDS el enments that have been addressed by

available data, or conputer nodeling and judges the quality of these data
The General Electric Conpany is to be conplinmented on the fact that they
plan to repeat sone of the studies of Physical and Chemical Data in order

to

determine these parameters nore accurately. They also propose to

conduct studies of Repeated Dose Toxicity, Reproductive Toxicity and
Devel opmental  Toxicity/ Teratogenicity to provide data that are currently

not available, proposal with which we concur.
The Robust Summary is also sonewhat wunique in that it describes, in
considerable  detail, one study to address each requested SIDS elenent.

These descriptions are frequently quite long and overly detailed, but they

are

t hor ough. These data indicate that TMP is quite stable in the

environment, and thus has significant potential to accunulate in the
environnment if released. The data also indicate it is moderately toxic to

fish,

aquatic invertebrates and plants. These findings enphasize the

importance of information regarding potential sources of environmental
release that are currently mssing from the Test Plan.

Most of the studies described in the Robust Sunmary are recent and
conducted under G.P. However, the study of acute toxicity to nmamals was

not

conducted under G.P and would not be considered acceptable by today's

st andar ds. These data do seem sufficient to us to indicate TMP has
relatively low oral toxicity to rats and low dernmal toxicity to rabbits.
Therefore, since additional animl studies are proposed, we would not
recommend any further studies of acute toxicity.

The

Robust Summary consists primarily of descriptions of how studies are
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conducted, how the results are analyzed, etc. Only one study is described
to address each requested SIDS element. However, a brief search of TOXLINE
indicates that several dozen papers have been published on this chenical
describing different aspects of its toxicity and presence in the

envi ronnent . Wiereas nmost of these papers do not address the SIDS elenents
requested by the EPA under the HPV Challenge Program a nunber of them do.
Further, there are a nunber of papers describing the release, presence
and/or persistence of TMP in the environment. Thus, both the Test Plan and
the Robust Summary submitted for TMP can and should be a good deal nore
informative than they are at present.

Thank you for this opportunity to coment.

Hazel B. Matthews, Ph.D.
Consul ting  Toxicol ogi st, Envi ronment al Def ense

Ri chard Deni son, Ph. D.
Seni or Scientist, Environmental Def ense





